
A GUIDE TO IRELAND’S IMMIGRANT 
INVESTOR PROGRAMME



Are you a high-net-worth individual looking to gain Irish residency by 
investment?

Ireland’s Immigrant Investor 
Programme (IIP) offers 
high-net-worth investors and 
their families a simple, proven
 route to residency in one of
 Europe’s safest and most stable 
countries.

Established in 2012, the IIP 
encourages foreign investments 
into Ireland with a view to facilitating job creation across all industries 
while developing the Irish economy.

The Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) and an evaluation 
committee are responsible for deciding which investments are eligible for 
the IIP, granting applicants with an Ireland Investment Visa - often 
referred to as an Ireland Golden Visa because of the many ‘golden’ 
benefi ts it offers.

The Immigrant Investor Programme (IIP) is geared towards wealthy 
individuals, usually entrepreneurs and investors, who are granted 
residency in exchange for their investment.

Any country operating such a programme requires foreign investment 
to build or improve their infrastructure, create new companies or jobs 
and raise the capital to boost the economy. 

HELPING YOU SECURE AN INVESTOR VISA 
IN IRELAND

WHAT IS THE IMMIGRANT INVESTOR 
PROGRAMME?

The IIP does not provide 
immediate and permanent Irish 
citizenship. You can apply for 
citizenship through 
naturalisation should you 
fulfi l the necessary conditions.



WHY IRELAND?
To put it simply - Ireland is one of the best 
places in the world to do business.

We are one of the fastest-growing econo-
mies in Europe, open to foreign capital and 
have a reputation for protecting investor 
funds.

Unlike other countries that run IIPs, Ire-
land is not driven by specifi c industries. 
Global organisations such as Google, Face-
book, Pfi zer and Apple have all come to our 
shores, making Ireland a European hub of 
business and technology.

Leading industries in Ireland include:

Financial services
Food and drink
Aircraft rental
Engineering
IT
Pharmaceuticals
Medical Technologies

The corporate tax rate in Ireland is the lowest in the world at 12.5%. 

Ireland has one of the best education systems in the world, which has led to the country 
having one of the youngest and best-educated workforces in Europe, while its breathtaking 
landscapes and friendly residents speak for themselves.

It comes as no surprise that serious high-net-worth investors are interested in reaping the 
benefi ts of Ireland, making our investment programme one of the most popular in the world.
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WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO APPLY FOR AN IRELAND 
INVESTMENT VISA?

You will qualify to apply for a visa under the IIP if you can satisfy 
the following criteria:

You are a non-EU/EEA national
You are at least 18 years old
You have a minimum net worth of €2 million, which you have 
legally acquired
You are able to invest at least €500,000
You can prove the funds are yours and not that of another 
person (e.g. family member)
You must be able to prove how you acquired the funds 
intended for the investment
You must be able to transfer the funds for the investment to 
Ireland
You must be able to provide a statement of character from 
the authorities of every country you have lived in for longer 
than six months over the last 10 years
You must be in possession of a clean criminal record
You must be willing to spend a minimum of one day per year 
in Ireland

The family members that can be included on your Investor Visa 
are:

Your spouse/partner
Any children under 18 years old

In some cases, children aged between 18 and 24 can be included 
if they are unmarried and are fi nancially dependent on you, for 
example, they are attending university.



YOUR INVESTMENT OPTIONS

ENTERPRISE INVESTMENT

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT FUND (REIT)

INVESTMENT FUND

ENDOWMENTS

To qualify for the IIP, wealthy non-EU/EEA nationals must invest at least €1 million into one of the 
following investment options:

A minimum investment of €1 million into an Irish 
enterprise for at least three years

At least €2 million invested into any Irish REIT 
listed on the stock exchange

A minimum sum of €1 million in an approved 
investment fund for at least three years

A minimum of €500,000 into a project of 
public benefi t

The investment must be made in your name

You must invest in either one Irish enterprise or divide 
the investment over several enterprises

The investment must help with the creation of 
preservation of employment

The enterprise you invest in can include startups or 
existing businesses registered in Ireland

The purchase of publicly-traded securities will not be 
considered an eligible investment

An investment can be spread across several REITs

The number of shares approved must be retained 
throughout the three-year period

The investor may divest up to 50% of the shares 
purchased once the investment period is over

The investor may divest no more than a further 25%
after four years of investment

The investor may divest shares fully after fi ve years

The fund must be pre-approved for the programme

The investment must represent equity stakes in 
companies not quoted on any stock exchange

Fund and fund managers must be regulated by the 
Central Bank of Ireland

The fund manager must have an established record of
managing regulated funds

Eligible projects include those in the fi elds of art, 
education, health, culture and sports

This is not an investment, but a donation of
philanthropic nature

No fi nancial return or recoupment will be rewarded

A group of at least fi ve investors can combine their 
donations but must donate a minimum of €400,000

Funds must come from the applicant’s own resources
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Nicole Shanahan, CEO and 
founder of ClearAccessIP made an 
endowment to an Irish 
football club. She said she aligns 
with “culture and leadership that 
are refreshingly progressive in a 
way that is compatible with my 
own values. I am someone that 
believes in science and service to 
the community through work and 
charity. I’m very much attracted 
to the rising thought leadership in 
Ireland, especially as it relates to 
social policy, education and the 
environment”

WHAT’S THE BEST OPTION?

The ‘best’ investment option 
depends on a number of factors 
pertaining to your personal and 
fi nancial situation.

Investing in an enterprise seems to 
be the easiest approach, with the 
majority of applications under this 
option receiving approval - and it 
has a strong exit plan too. 



IMMIGRANT INVESTOR PROGRAMME (IIP) 
APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
In order to make an application via the IIP, you will need to 
provide the following evidence alongside your application:

SUPPORTIVE DOCUMENTS
Proof of net worth

Evidence of your fi nancial activities for the past 12 months, including:

Your income, including employment details, annual income, 
bonuses and commissions

Any gifts or inheritances you have received

Full details of any investments you have made

Your loans (e.g. bank, mortgage, and so on)

Proof of the required funds for investment

Proof of the source of your funds, including how they were acquired,
for example, via:

Business/investment activities

Sale deeds

Inheritance/gifts

Divorce settlement

Evidence of character - i.e. a statement from the authorities from 
every country you have lived in for more than six months over the last 
10 years

You must include statements of character for any children aged 
over 16 that will be included in the application.
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In addition to these documents, you will require 
the following documents depending on the type of 
investment you make:

FOR ENTERPRISE INVESTMENTS

A comprehensive business plan of the enterprise 
in which you are investing that includes:

The fi nancial investment you are making

How your investment will create or maintain 
jobs

How much equity you are acquiring

How you will receive investment return

The most recent audited business account if you 
are investing in a business that already exists

FOR INVESTMENT FUNDS

A profi le of the investment fund that details:

The investment strategy

The source of funding

The investment pool for the funding

A target return on investment (ROI)

The employment projections of the investment 

under the fund

FOR REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT FUNDS (REITS)

Proof you have the required funds for the investment

FOR ENDOWMENTS

A business plan

Proof of how your donation will be used

Proof of how your investment will benefi t Ireland



HOW TO APPLY FOR THE 
IRELAND INVESTOR VISA
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If you are eligible to apply for the Ireland Investor 
Visa, the fi rst step is to fi ll out and submit the 
application. An application fee of €1,500 is 
payable - this is non-refundable and covers you and 
your family. 

Applications involve a considerable amount of 
paperwork, as you must provide evidence of your 
net worth, how you sourced your wealth and prove 
you are of good character.

To ensure the process runs smoothly and effi ciently, 
you should have a strong adviser, such as an 
immigration solicitor, to help you out.

Approving your application is the longest step, and 
you should allow for at least three months for your 
application to be fully processed.

Applications are judged on the following criteria:

Your personal profi le
The commercial viability of your investment
The number of jobs likely to be created
The overall impact of your investment on the 
Irish economy

The approval process can suffer delays if the 
evaluation committee asks for further information 
that they deem necessary to make a decision. 

This is where seeking the help of an experienced 
immigration solicitor can be effective as they will 
have handled many applications before and will 
know exactly what you should include in your 
application to avoid delays.

If an application is rejected, the decision is fi nal and 
cannot be appealed. You may, however, make 
another application at a later date.

1. SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION 2. RECEIVE APPROVAL



After your application for the Investor Visa has been approved 
and you have made the investment, you must submit the 
following documents to the Minister of Justice and Equality:

The solicitor who issues your letter must be cleared to work in Ireland.

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS TO PROVE INVESTMENT

FOR ENTERPRISE INVESTMENTS

A letter from a solicitor confi rming that you have transferred the funds 
into the Irish business/enterprise

A letter from the business/enterprise that states how much has been 
invested

A payment remittance and bank statement that proves you have 
transferred the funds

FOR INVESTMENT FUNDS

A letter from a solicitor confi rming that you have transferred the funds 
into the Irish business/enterprise

A letter from the fund investment manager confi rming that you have 
transferred the funds.

A copy of your subscription certifi cate

FOR REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT FUNDS (REITS)

A letter from a solicitor that confi rms that you have invested 
€2 million into a REIT

A letter from the REIT company that confi rms the sum you have invested

A copy of your share certifi cate

FOR ENDOWMENTS

A letter from a solicitor that confi rms that you have transferred the funds 
to an Irish-registered charity

A letter from the registered charity that confi rms you have 
transferred the funds

A payment remittance and bank statements that prove you have
transferred the funds

Upon receipt of a pre-approval letter, you should make your investment. 
There is a 90-day timeframe to make the investment and submit the proof 
that you have invested the minimum required amount.

You and any adult family members must then travel to Ireland to get an 
Affi davit of Good Character. 

Once you have completed these steps, you will be given a two-year 
residency status and granted continuous residence in Ireland. This will 
allow you to work, study, live and own your own business in Ireland.

3. MAKE YOUR INVESTMENT
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Although you are not required to live in Ireland, you will have to travel to the country at least once a 
year to retain your residence.

Following the two-year residency, you will be required to apply for an extension of your permit, 
which will be issued for three years.

If you have invested in a profi t-generating fi nancial asset, the returns will not be taken into 
consideration when a decision about a permit renewal is deliberated; however, you must still be in 
possession of your investment. In other words, a decision won’t be made based on the success of 
your investment as long as you remain fi nancially stable and of good character (i.e. you have not 
committed a crime).

After fi ve years have passed, you will be able to divest your investment while retaining residency 
in Ireland.

There are no limits on the number of times a residency permit can be renewed as long as you 
continue to meet the criteria.

4. EXTENDING YOUR RESIDENCE

If you have parents, grandparents or even great-grandparents who are Irish citizens, you might be able 
to get Irish citizenship without making an investment.

Even though the IIP is technically a residence programme, you are only eligible to obtain Irish 
citizenship after fi ve years of investment.

Securing Irish citizenship for yourself and your family opens up access to many benefi ts, including 
access to 172 countries visa-free. Also, Ireland allows dual citizenship, so you won’t be forced to give 
up your original citizenship. However, a passport may be revoked if you spend too much time outside of 
the country.

5. GETTING IRISH CITIZENSHIP
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IS THE IRELAND INVESTOR VISA 
FOR YOU?

Many other countries offer Immigrant Investor Programmes, including the UK, 
United States and Canada; however, none of those countries have got the balance of 
requirements and benefi ts as right as Ireland.

The Irish economy is strong and improving and its business environment is attractive 
to those willing to invest. With Brexit restricting investment in the UK, many 
non-EEA investors are now seeking to obtain Irish Golden Visas to be part of the 
European Union.

Are you looking to become part of Ireland’s success story? Check if you’re eligible 
and let Gibson & Associates Solicitors do the rest. We are committed to helping you 
achieve the results to reach your investment goals by weighing up the best options 
for you and your family and directing you through the entire process.

To have a no-obligation discussion with us about making an IIP application, contact 
Gibson & Associates by calling +353(0)1 872 3143, or by fi lling in our online enquiry 
form to request a call back.


